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Richard B. Stelnmetz, Jr., Vlce~°re31dent of Anaconda

,}Aluminum Company, issued the follow1ng statement today- S

:>¥=~%?¥—~'In-view of the. increa31ng emotlonallsm which has been
”h;ff “‘”“ﬁisplayed in recent statements concerning condltlons in and
) around Columbla Falls, it seems in order to try to restore
‘some element of ratlonality to the 31tuetlon. Perhaps a good ;
| ‘starting point would be to recite the declaretlon of policy
3w§wcontained in the Clean Air’ Act of Mbntana which is as- follows*,

it is hereby declared to be the public pollcy of ‘this

state and the purpose of this act to achieve ‘and maintaln such
- levels of air quality as w111 protect human health and safety,'”A

and to the_greatest degree‘practlcable,jprevent injury'to.plan*

and animal life and property, foster the comfort and convenience':‘f e

.of the people, promote the economic and social development of -
this state and facllltate the enjoymentaof.the naturel_ettrac-:“
" tions of this &ate." . - |
| The act is intended the- section Just quoted concludes,"‘
Yto provide a framework within which all values may be: balanced

in the public interest."
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How does the present 31tuation in Columbia Falls measure
| up to the basic pollcy alms of the governino law7 Let's consider

them'~

S,

~1. ‘Human health- and sefety. Anaconda Alumlnum Company

' states emphatlcally that there is no threat whatever to human
health and safety, and is unaware of any informed opinion to the
cootrery. o '~ ) |

| 2, InJury to plant and animal life and property;i One

_‘of the unfortunate aspects of the plant's locatlon is’ the ex1st-_
'ence in the area of several species of‘etergreens Which are pecu-‘
liarly sensitive to fluorldes. thh has~been learned'on thlsf‘f"
subJect of sen51t1vity of dlfferent trees and plants since the
'early 1950s, when the company s site selection deczsion was- made
It has only been since the company s recently expanded production
that 1evels have reached the point where adverse effects have
occurred At the same time, it is quite clear to experts brought_[
into the area by the company, as well as to Forest ServiceVperson§= 
nel familiar with condltlons, that the last severel years, w1th
thelr periods of drought, extreme cold: and insect 1nfestat10ns
have had a definite impact on trees, not'in Columbla'Falls alone
‘but throughout the state, These are facts whlch are known to that'

small group with shrill voices whose interests would not be advenced

by "confus1ng" the publlc with such facts Nor do these shrlll
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im;¥;wm;»._*~it doe§ today. As to anlmal llfe “the company has had the

voices ever ask what Teakettle Mbuntaln looked like 10 20 and
30 years ago. Agaln it would not’ serve thelr 1nterests to~

dlsclose that . thls area dld not 100k b331cally dlfferent than

;cattle populatlon 1nspected by experts, wno have reporued no
economic effects to be evident, ' With the’ help of a respectEd,:;ra_

-loeal veterinarian, a watchfulAeyexié beinglmaiptaiﬁed“over'

1cca1'animals.,

3. Cdmfcrt and convenience of the people, Thls is

. one pollcy area of tne state 1aw respecting whlch,the company

Lasdadd e el

1is keenly aware of ‘the need for improvemsnt It should be
| stressed that the 1mprovement belng scught is to théléésthetic

_comfort of’the local populaticn, since’ ghzsical dlscom;ort 1s

not charoed by even the severest critlc ‘of the company as being
a general affliction of .the populace Reductlon'of the haze o
which is magnified by frequent weather inver31ons is a maJor
company goal. The haze is' caused by hydrocarbons which are
incompletely burned during operatlons not by fluorides.:
774, " Economic and soc1a1 development of Mbntana Té[,

recite‘thevfacts and figures relatlng”to-the-company's;payrdll,;

taxes pald, and the like, would sureiY-set,upua'hOWI among those - -
‘eynical critics té whose distorted: way of‘réasoﬁing thesé{matters

are irrelevant, and who hope the voices of reason will be drowned
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out by repeated chants of the'wer ci§;““Air Poiiﬁtieﬁf"  'Of:

course, to anyone not wearlnc emotlonal bllnders employment

for 1000 people 1s not 1rrelevant in Mbntana or elsewhere

end theAstate laﬁnrecognizes that fact

o " ‘5;“ Natural attractions. People liV1ng outside the
area who read gloomy reports or dire predlctions regardlng
Glac1er National Park Wlll be pleasantly surprised by a VlSlt:
te the Park. The company through its,own_Surveys7kn9weﬁthat
e}eims'ef devastation are oeiiPthatkéi cleiﬁe; Theiﬁoﬁﬁdéryb
of the Park is.spmehinefmilee?from the company's blahféh The
traces of fluoride markings which have beeeﬁreportedﬁon7ﬁrees‘
east of Teekettle Mountain are: located between the plant and
the Park and are miles from roads and trells o:dlnarlly used'f
by visitors,

6. Balancing of values. The public, after it~assessee~
the policy points above, and actiné.throegh'its eleete&”and" '
appointed officials (and not through self-app01nted v1g11antes),.

' w111 have to determine where to strike a balance 1n the Columbia
Falls situation.

One of the factofs which will, and should, infiuencethe

public's final decision in this matter is the company's "track

record”, What time, effort and money has it devoted to the .pro-

blem since 19557 What about the past year? What. is the problem?
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Wh’aﬁ will it- cost to solve ic? All legltlmate questlons.

»~ﬂ~~31rstly, anyone not new to Mbntana knows that the alu-

minum.reduction Pplant dldn t start last month or last year but

f'g”bixw"“"“1n~1§55 """"" Since then, in excess of 5 .~'{ -=‘“f/iﬁjﬁlf heVe

 been sgent in installlng and malntalnlng ‘an” air. control system.in;v

In. eddztion to this amount, the company has expended someﬁQOO 000

in the past year in englneering studies, retention of consultants,'

ruﬁning of tests, and related efforts, in an attempt to- minimlze' o
o the rate of. emlsslons. Other aluminum companies have been consul-
r!os;gf~::~wted alahouah they can be of minimal value since the deSLgn of the
* i Columbia Falls plant is somewnat unlque in the U‘S.; there belng
fonly two plants of-roughly 31m11ar de31gn and operatlno character-ji

ristlcs.

600 Simllar reductlon cells or "pots" comprlse the ‘basic: |

operatmon, requiring an air flow of __ ji,,n,_ cubic- feet each
,mlnute to maintain-: deSLrable operatlng condltlons.' Control, col- .
lection and cleanino of this m3351ve air flow -~ 51m11ar ‘to con-
trolling each‘minute the air breathed by - ,,‘f A ;mill;on people_
-- i5 the heart of the problem..eMr;;Weke.is‘unheppily all too . .
. accurate when he eeys that the complexity.andlimmensity of the
technical problems at Columbia Falls make their solution 1000 |

times harder than the Garrison situation. Where the Garrison
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o

problem reportedly required around $lOO 000 to solve estlmates

of costs of 90531ble alternatlves at Columbla Falls - none of

whlch at. present guarantee a solutlon == run as hlgh as $26 000 OOO

Although crltlcs of any and all air pollutlon can afFord the luxury

-- whlch costs them nothing -- of ignoring the economic realitles ’

of a partlcular problem, the industry which dlrectly, and the

'general public which indirectly, must pay the” price involved must

of necessity consider these economic realltles.

The company's flrst appeal to the general public is to

. [P P S

: “’wmigh carefully'extreme statements and charges which are all too

often belng made today, and to cuestlon whether motlvatlons suChl]u

as selling newspapers or seezng one s name in prlnt may not be e

involved in some or all guch statements.  The second appeal is-

to allow those appointed to consider'existingfpfoblems including

the Adv1sory Council the Board of Health and Mr. Wake and ‘his :7
staff, an opportunity to become more familiar with the'compleXff

fact situation at Columbia;Fallsfand to decide on thenbestiway -

to apply existing law to the circumstances

The company all too- 1.11111&1;)3):?.1*7 confesses that it does not

today have an answer to the problem at Columbia Falls It prom-

ises that as soon as such answer is found, it Will_be applied. "~
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To those to whom all proflt-motlvated enterprlse w111 always be"“
suspect, nelther thls nor any other statement other than an

' announcement of the shuttlnc down of operatlons w111 ‘ever be

accepteble We do not belleve that thls cynlcal 9031t10n';'
reflects the thlnklng of the vast majorlty of Mbntanans.'twé?f'

hope we will: not be proven wrong.
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